
Art Skills Progression: Drawing (EYFS and KS1) 

Nursery (Drawing) Reception (Drawing) 
Aut - Focus on mark making with different media using increasing control 

 
 
 

Aut - I can hold a pencil and control the lines I draw 
I can use shapes to create a portrait  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spring - I draw simple shapes 
Summer - I can draw something I can see 

 
  

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.earlyyearsresources.co.uk%2Fblog%2F2018%2F04%2Fmark-making-importance%2F&psig=AOvVaw2iYVTIdVp-TAeaAezALRhr&ust=1598447266160000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLCUsJ-2tusCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.co.uk%2Fpin%2F171207223307990434%2F&psig=AOvVaw2wfzpA21IqohDQUUK1wTZ-&ust=1598447348959000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPC86ca2tusCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F14847873742605783%2F&psig=AOvVaw2Zqs7emFJG6Ht3cSfyY3hT&ust=1598447503817000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMjc45C3tusCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.saintthomas.co.uk%2Feyfs%2Fearly-years-curriculum%2F&psig=AOvVaw1P8oDTjxCx1rpxM3PMhiLZ&ust=1598447611722000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMjLmsa3tusCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


Year 1 (Drawing) Year 2 (Drawing) 
A1- I can use a pencil to create thick and thin lines 

 

I can experiment with different tools on different surfaces to create ‘Ben Day 
Dots’  

 

 

 

 

 

S1&2 - I can draw my design before I make it 

 

A1 &2 -  I can use different grades of pencils to create a different tones of line  
I can use charcoal/ pencil with control to create thick and thin lines 
I can use ‘smudging’ with charcoal 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I can use a viewfinder to focus on the section that I want to draw 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fbyroyalappointment.wordpress.com%2F2014%2F10%2F29%2Flondon-visual-alphabet-by-stwiltshire%2F&psig=AOvVaw3OKgkC9fjchRLQ-2nM41R4&ust=1595582119409000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPCmheSE4-oCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


Art Skills Progression: Drawing (KS2) 

Year 3 (Drawing) Year 4 (Drawing) 
S2- I can use line to create perspective 
I can create light and dark tones using pastels 
I can experiment and select the most effective materials to use in my final 
piece of artwork (select oil or chalk pastels and light or dark washes 
independently) 

 
 

 Aut - I can refine my sketches with resilience 
I can use fine grade pencils to create fine detail/ patterns  
I can use line to create a 3dimensional aspect to my drawing 
I can use pencil to create light/dark tones, thick/thin lines 
I can show reflections in my drawings 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F452048881330488615%2F&psig=AOvVaw3u8qSDWGW0yTIXlkpQmj6t&ust=1595582881596000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKiIysqH4-oCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAN
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.design-technology.info%2Fgraphics%2Fpage5.htm&psig=AOvVaw2QAZTA584n6Stp4Sx3Np65&ust=1598449863624000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOC9svq_tusCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


Year 5 (Drawing) Year 6 (Drawing) 
S2-  I can create accurate facial proportions in my work  
I can use a sketch of a skull base to develop facial 
features 
I can confidently select different pencils to create 
dimension (tone, texture and shadow) 
I can select a form of symbolism as part of my 
composition 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Spring - I can use line and shading to create dimension (light and dark) 
I can use proportions to draw from observation 
I can compare the use of pencil, charcoal and pastels and decide on the most effective 
I can make improvements to my composition 
I can frame a photograph so that the subject is centralised 
I can compare photographic and  drawn images  
 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F453526624954148284%2F&psig=AOvVaw1TqGx5yI37_C5a6t0hWauI&ust=1598450215946000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLiF2aDBtusCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fpaintingdemos.com%2F6-shading-techniques-for-your-drawings%2F&psig=AOvVaw1aK1xfLYmwmmwnXxexymWp&ust=1598451074788000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOCZ3bfEtusCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


 

Art Skills Progression: Painting/Printing (EYFS and KS1) 

Nursery (Painting/Printing) Reception (Painting/Printing) 
Spring - I can name the colours: red, white, blue, yellow, black 
I can hold a paintbrush to mark make 
I can follow a line 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summer - I can print with some 
control  
 

Summer - I can hold and control a paintbrush 
 
I can name the colours I choose 

 
 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.notimeforflashcards.com%2F2017%2F07%2Fpreschool-painting-ideas.html&psig=AOvVaw0V458Yxz7-QNFdM8dwDfBO&ust=1598447688464000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPC_8-m3tusCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAP
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fstock.adobe.com%2Fsearch%3Fk%3D%2522first%2Bpainting%2522&psig=AOvVaw1Om5rTpVCqclUJsWwZTT_8&ust=1598447779980000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCODsxpS4tusCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.earlyyearscareers.com%2Feyc%2Flearning-and-development%2Fpainting-helps-childrens-development%2F&psig=AOvVaw1NPsw5qFmYhICPA0Vv9lJI&ust=1598447923376000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNi26t24tusCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.twinkl.co.uk%2Fresource%2Ft-t-19386-i-spy-colours-adult-led-carpet-based-activity-pack&psig=AOvVaw28H5e7BLZQ6FSgfdzwLdFS&ust=1598447984270000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNCB9Pe4tusCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


Year 1 (Painting/Printing)  Year 2 (Painting/Printing)   
Sum 1 -Know how to create a printed 
piece of art by pressing, rolling, 
rubbing and stamping. 

Know how to create a repeating 
pattern in print. 

I can use materials creatively to press, 
roll, rub and stamp.  

I can print a repeating pattern using 
line and shape.   

I can select colours for 
effect.  

 

Spr1 -  I can select brush size for the task 
I can mix paint to create the secondary colours 
I can cut a shape overlay an image onto painting 

  

Spr2-  I can mix paint to create the 
different tones 
I can mix paint to create brown 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.queenshill.norfolk.sch.uk%2F2019%2F12%2Fwilliam-morris-artwork%2F&psig=AOvVaw089_V0WfrSoRNaUMg-NXEW&ust=1595584585860000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMjs7fiN4-oCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fnurturestore.co.uk%2Fautumn-leaf-print-crafts&psig=AOvVaw2HX1h2h6KazlmPIwue2Jdx&ust=1595584475951000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKiGgMON4-oCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


Art Skills Progression: Painting (KS2) 

Year 3 (Painting/Printing) Year 4 (Painting/Printing) 
Aut 1- I can choose an appropriately sized brush independently 
I can use a stencil to paint using ‘dabbing’ 
I can create a colour wash by experimenting with different paints & washes 
I can choose which paint technique to use 

  

 

Sum 1- I can use the styles of Rousseau and Senanayake in my work  
I can experiment with complementary and warm/cold colours 

 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wikihow.com%2FPaint-a-Watercolor-Wash&psig=AOvVaw2FWXL8A8vm0uCb7kQBZzeN&ust=1595585593824000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOjTktmR4-oCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cuttingedgestencils.com%2Fblog%2Fstenciling-with-stencil-brushes.html&psig=AOvVaw0OFNC5pdZZE_YgS4MCC4KD&ust=1598449570491000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCODdjeq-tusCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAN


Year 5 (Painting/Printing) Year 6 (Painting/Printing) 
Aut- I can select which artist will influence my work  
I can experiment with and compare watercolour and acrylic paint 
I can create different effects by painting in layers 
I can mix colours shades and tones confidently 
I can use light and dark tones within a painting to create perspective 
I can apply colour theory to express moods 

 
 

Sum - I can sketch a simple design and create it in a printing tile 
I can compare the effects of different relief printing (cardboard, string, mono) 
I can say why I have chosen a technique and use this to create two colour 
overlay printing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fnurturestore.co.uk%2F5-easy-watercolor-painting-lessons-for-children&psig=AOvVaw2uwaG64Y2CNH9aJwilRfbt&ust=1598450674385000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPDJqvvCtusCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fblog.handprinted.co.uk%2F2016%2F01%2F13%2Fblock-printing-a-two-colour-repeat-pattern%2F&psig=AOvVaw2qzJnS5lnfKod2O1vj8ne7&ust=1598451878069000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKD2r7rHtusCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


Art Skills Progression: 3D sculpture (EYFS and KS1) 

Nursery (3D Sculpture) Reception (3D Sculpture) 
Spring - I can hold scissors and begin to cut with support 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I can choose coloured shapes and stick them 
down with glue 
I can make a picture from fruit and 
vegetables 

I can control objects.  

 
 

Spring - I can use scissors to cut out simple shapes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I can glue shapes to 
create a picture of a 
town  
 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F26880929003082297%2F&psig=AOvVaw2KttyfKS1fO_7aLwvW8OGO&ust=1598448094192000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJiAnq25tusCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F62276407325963189%2F&psig=AOvVaw3lms6pCB6ILpyIo-veu1_D&ust=1598448184275000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMCJxt65tusCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F108367934767691465%2F&psig=AOvVaw0p-e9cgxzpVtJmm9klAADj&ust=1598448334187000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLjnpKC6tusCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tes.com%2Fteaching-resource%2Fhow-to-hold-scissors-poster-11772458&psig=AOvVaw0Jtg1CxIlTyPwOx-XUfhHB&ust=1598448490156000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMDM0-u6tusCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=http%3A%2F%2Foutlaw-urbanist.com%2Fvertical-geometries-castle%2F&psig=AOvVaw0BvQvbB4VmHJ_b8gJB_cXA&ust=1598448628675000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNCxuam7tusCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAT


Year 1 (3D Sculpture) Year 2 (3D Sculpture) 
Spr- Know how to cut, roll and coil materials (using clay). 
Know how to join two pieces of clay together using water. 
I can join two pieces of clay together securely and smoothly. 
I can cut, roll and coil clay with basic tools.  

 

 

Sum -   I can experiment with my ideas to draw a design 
I can use sand and water to create 3D shapes 
I can use line to add detail 

 
 
 
 



Art Skills Progression: 3D sculpture (KS2) 

Year 3 (3D Sculpture) Year 4 (3D Sculpture) 
Spr 1 - I can coil, pinch and use water to join clay. 

 
 
 

Aut 2- I can decide which art work will 
inspire my design 
I can use shape, line and colour to design a 
mosaic tile 
I can select colours based on my influence 
I can create a mosaic tile using adhesive and 
grout 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DtgCqhnD0JSQ&psig=AOvVaw0Nd-h1f8hcVB4r-VDB4NOW&ust=1598450016469000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLDsmsTAtusCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


Year 5 (3D Sculpture) Year 6 (3D Sculpture) 
Sum  I can experiment with textures created by pastels, paint and paper 
I can use artistic elements to describe the different effects made by 
combining media 
I can choose the media for my composition 
I can use different media to create an abstract composition 

 
 
 

Aut 1 -  I can sketch a design and recreate it  (‘Day of the dead’ Mexican inspired face 
mask) 
I can combine line, shape and colour effectively 
I can use a base shape to make a mask using mod roc  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fartfulparent.com%2Fmixed-media-collage-kids%2F&psig=AOvVaw3wGMs39N753MOoUIRugJ7B&ust=1598450792620000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNihlbHDtusCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fhashtag%2Fpeterthorpe&psig=AOvVaw33n2S7Dl8ymTScuEduQSAw&ust=1598450832971000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNCooMTDtusCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAI


 


