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Ambition – Community - Equality

	Weekly Topic Journey

	Year 
	6
	Term
	Autumn 1
	Topic
	What Impact Did the Maya Civilisation Have on Birmingham?



	Vocabulary


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Geography 
topography, tourism, economy, land-use, Maya, civilisation, Chichen Itza, longitude, latitude, distribution, coordinate

	
	Art
Tehuana, indigenous culture, self-portrait, surrealism, symbolism, symbolic, realism, naïve, folk art, combine, influence, decoration, disguise, ceremony
	
	DT –
Food
food processor, processed food, fresh foods, avocado, chili con carne, electric hand blender
	
	Computing- 


Variable, ‘what if’ questions, model, formatting, abstract

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	French 
Greetings, numbers 1-10, colours and feelings, un abricot and using les for purals, un kiwi, une poire, Days of the week, regular and irregular verbs, Silence,  ouvrez vos cahiers,  fermez vos cahiers,  demandez
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	Week 1: What and Where is Mexico?

	Concrete knowledge/Skill progression:
	Activity:

	Geography- Locate and label places studied on a map (world deserts including Chihuahuan Desert and a map of Mexico including Chichen Itza and other major cities. 


Geography- I can write the co-ordinates of a place using longitude and latitude (Chichen Itza and other Mexican cities) 
Geography - Know the names of at least 4 North American countries and 4 North American major cities

Computing - Computing project: ENTRUST Analyse and Interpret Data using Spreadsheets
Computing
· I can create simple formulae to perform calculations in a spreadsheet 
· I can create formulae to find the min and max scores in a game 
· I understand the importance of expressing formulae correctly 
· I can create formulae to carry out each one of the four basic mathematical functions 
· I understand which variables to change and can predict what the effect of changing the variable will be to answer ‘what if?’ questions 
· I can use the editing tools to improve the legibility of a spreadsheet table and display decimal places 
· I can design and create a functional spreadsheet that includes working formulae, to answer a real-life problem








	· Find Mexico on maps/globes. Talk about its location in terms of the world, hemisphere, continent, bordering countries, language. Produce sketch map of Mexico, labelling key cities, and key physical features e.g. human and man-made (physical) features like deserts, mountain ranges, landmarks.





· Children to be taught meaning of longitude and latitude and the purpose of knowing this. Find the longitude of several places in the world, e.g. Mexican cities and their own location in the U.K.  Children to include this in a table. Ensure children can name at least four countries in North America (Mexico, U.S.A., Canada, Belize, Guatemala and four main cities Mexico City, New York, California, Cancun)




· Look up the Chihuahuan Desert. Find out about its biome, its climate and rainfall, the wildlife and vegetation that are there and its location in the world. Ensure children can understand the characteristics of the desert biome.



	Week 2: How does Mexico impact us?

	Concrete knowledge/Skill progression:
	Activity:

	Geography- Look at economy including tourism, land-use, human/physical features, natural materials produced in Mexico)  
Maths in context - Mayan number system

	· Children to research key tourist places in Mexico and look at adverts for these places, e.g. Cancun. What makes them attractive to tourists? Create a leaflet advertising three key tourist destinations in Mexico, i.e. Cancun, Chichen Itza, Playa del Carmen.

· Children to find out about the natural materials in Mexico. Look through the text as a class and discuss its trade and economy. Children to produce fact-file style work on this. 
Discuss the environmental impact of trade- why should we buy locally? Why do we trade with other countries?


	Week 3: How Does Mexico Compare to the United Kingdom?

	Concrete knowledge/Skill progression:
	Activity:

	Geography- I can use physical/ landscape maps to compare the physical features of Chichen Itza and the Isle of Skye 
Geography- I can draw graphs (rainfall and temperature ) and compare climate of two places (line graphs)
I can use research to find out key geographical information about a place that I am studying:
•climate (rainfall and temperature)
•economy including tourism 
•land-use
•human/physical features
•natural materials produced in Mexico (iron, lead, zinc, gold, silver, copper and other minerals)
Geography - Know key similarities and differences between the Isle of Skye and Chichen Itza including climate (rainfall and temperature), economy including tourism, land- use and human/physical features 

Writing opportunity RE: Instructions Rules for living together
Geography - Know the key features of a desert biome

	· Physical features of Chichen Itza and The Isle of Skye what are physical features? differences between CI and IoS using maps.

· Something to explain to children how Mexico is warm due to its geographical location and how different biomes can lead to some differences, e.g. rainfall in the Mexican rainforest, compared to a desert in Mexico. Comparison with the U.K where environment is predominantly the same. Recap of the biome qualities of a desert. Create a line graph showing the rainfall and temperature of Isle of Skye and Mexico City. Extension to add to this with different Mexico regions if needed.



· Children to look at different regions in Mexico. Choose a place in the North, central and south. Why would we do this? How does it differ? Find out the rainfall and temperature of these places and look at the reasons why this could be the case.

	Week 4:  How did the Maya influence Birmingham?

	Concrete knowledge/Skill progression:
	Activity:

	History- I can discuss how Maya civilisation impacted on British industry- 
History - Know about Maya life

History - Know how the Maya Civilisation influenced trade in the wider world

Writing opportunity - Write a report about the impact the Maya Civilisation had on Birmingham


Environmental education - Discuss the role of Birmingham in exporting goods and the importance of fair trade to the communities (link to Y4 Rainforests)

Enrichment  - Cadbury’s: discuss the Cadbury’s factory. Invite a Cadbury’s worker into school to discuss their role
	· Two lessons- Process of finding chocolate (Cortes, Spain, international relationships and how this impacted Europe, then England and then Birmingham through Cadbury brothers’ factory)- Report text produced on how Maya Civilisation has Impacted on British Industry
Can include sections on chocolate and food and how these travelled across Europe. About Cortes (who he was, how he reached Mexico, why he was there) and also same for Cadbury brothers (who they were, Quakers, what they did for employees and Birmingham, another box for the Maya people and Montezuma.




· Computing (two lessons)- presentation about the Maya Civilisation: could include food, housing, architecture, religion, leisure activities and education. Children using software of choice to create a presentation using their research about the Maya people.




· Children looking at the different numerical system and how they created different numbers.














	Week 5: What is the Culture of Mexico?

	Concrete knowledge/Skill progression:
	Activity:

	D.T.- Food- Know the names of the ingredients in Mexican dishes and where it comes from (tortilla bread, mushrooms, mozzarella, Cajun)
DT –Food- Know where quesadilla originates from

Writing opportunity – Information text: food and lifestyle in Mexico
DT – Food  Know the names of the ingredients and where it comes from (tortilla bread, mushrooms, mozzarella, Cajun)

DT – Food  - Know the difference between fresh and processed food (move the statement to the left column)

DT – Food Know where quesadilla originates from

DT - Food Know what a food processor is (hand blender)
Maths in context - Cooking: Measure with weighing scales/measuring jugs and scale the recipe for 2/4 people










	· Children to research different Mexican foods (e.g. tortillas, tacos, nachos, quesadillas) . Talk with children about the link with the Maya and about the three sisters (beans, squash, maize) how there is a connection with corn and foods that were available. Talk about which of these foods we eat in Birmingham and the United Kingdom.  Have a sorting task of Mexican foods for which we have in Birmingham and which we don’t. Sort again into which we have tried and have not. Take photo for double page spread as well as research. Children to write information text about Mexican food







· Children to produce a double page spread for D.T. about Processed Food. Know the difference between processed and fresh food (concrete knowledge)


	Week 6: Who is Frida Kahlo?

	Concrete knowledge/Skill progression:
	Activity:

	Art- I can sketch a design and create a ‘Day of the Dead Mexican inspired face mask using line and colour.
Art- I can confidently develop my work from my initial sketches exploring colour, line and pattern.
Art- I can use my sketchbook to create research and inspiration pages about Frida Kahlo
Art- Explain the style of Kahlo and her inspirations

Writing opportunity -  Diary entry based on Dia de Los Muertos

Art - Know the role of art within the Mayan culture 

Art  - Understand what a specific artist is trying to achieve in any given situation (Kahlo)

Cultural icons: Mariachi music, Dis de Los Muertos















	· Look at the Tehuana women and patterned flowers they wear. Focus on the look of a flower and different ways these have been drawn. Practise using different colours and different media to create different colours. Peer assess to improve their drawings of flowers and looking 


· Children to find out what Day of The Dead involves. Look at how this helps people to cope with loss and how it introduces children to the concept of death. Children to discuss whether this is a good method or not and consider how they have been introduced to it and which way they prefer.


· Children to be given a choice of methods to show their research and knowledge about the festivities behind Day of The Dead, e.g. creating a diary, creating a poster, a fact file


· Children to find out about the Maya link to Day of The Dead and how they celebrated this.


·  (Activity instead of a lesson) As a class, create a Dia de Los Muertos shrine and allow children and teachers to bring something, i.e. photos and things that their lost loved ones liked. Allow chance to discuss the people and tell stories about them. Link to COVID-19 and how people may feel following loss.





	Science, Music, R.E., PSHE and P.E. units



	Science
Animals Including Humans
	
	Music-  
Film Music
	
	R.E. 
Being Fair and Just- Living By Rules
	
	P.E.
Team invasion games
(tag rugby)


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	P.S.H.E

Keeping Myself Safe
	
	French
Phonetics 1-4 Selection of 
Core Vocabulary lessons
(All autumn term)
	
	
	
	



image1.jpeg




